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Early Days of California Spring
Garden Show Recalled by ‘Pioneer’

By ARTHUR E. NAVLET

On the eve of what has every promise of being the greatest of California Spring Gar-
den Shows, those of us who were associated in ils ambitious but very humble beginhing
enjoy a sense of satisfaction and pleasure that is indescribable. It is one thing to have

grandiose plans—it is
the original concept.
Some day, when I can

pointments, the joys and all
the conflicting emotions one
experiences in pioneering
Time has thus far taken but

one of those who planned and
labored so unselfishly in promoling

the Cuiden Show idea, and he, Jo-|

seph Callaghan, was the “Daddy™
or prime mover who converted
words intp action and accomplish-
ment.

FIRST IN 29 .

Few know that the very first
Garden Show was staged in 1928,
jointly by the Alameda County
Floral Scciety, and the Garden
Club of Alameda Couniy. Eb
Wells Sr, of the then Weaver-
Wells Studcbaker agency located
at 20th and Broadway, agreed to do-
nale halt of his showroem floor
space for our first show,

Thiz show was the “birth of a
mew idea” in horticultural shows,
for in it, milk bottles and cut
flowers on paper-cavered saw-horse
tables were to give way to plant-
ing displays in natural garden
atyle,

The organization meeting that
was called at the residence of Mrs.
Adeline Frederick, in Shattuck
Avenue, Berkeley, then secretary
of the Garden Club of Alameda
County, followed immediately alter
Wells donated part of his sales
floor. Besides Mrs, Frederick, there
were present, Harry M. Butterfield,
Joseph L. Callaghan, Professor E.
0. Essig, Prolessor Harry W, Shep-
herd, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Shulte,
and 1 Professor Shepherd aoxed
George Kern, landscape archileet,
to design the show, and Marjone
Dobbins was asked to procure pub-
Licity.

We solicited cups and other
trophies and reeeived donalions of

monegy from merchants, The treas-|

urics of both the floral socictlies
were also tapped to support the
ghow., The show was a grand suc-
cess and was acclaimed the show of
the future. I{ was publicized as the
*May Garden Festival” in April of
1929,

ENTIIUSIASM MOUNTS

Spurred on by the success of the
renture, to which no admitssion was
charged, we became more ambitious
and sought the co-operation of
others.

In Oclober of 1928, the birth of an
fdex, which has since spread over
the Nation, fook place. Harold Aus-
tin, Howard Gilkey, Georpre Furniss
snd James Cobbledick so enjoyed
lunching together and  discussing
gardening and [lowers that they de-
cided to invite oihers lo join them.
By 1fall of 1920, a year later, the
“Snatl Hunlers” as they called
themselves, grew to be the Cakland
Business Men's Garden Club. There
is now a natwonal organization of
Men's Gatden Clubs which may
hold 1its annual convention in Oak-
Jand in 1950, We inleresied the
men's group in joimmng 1 with the
result that Howard Gilkey, land-
seape archateet with a great flare
for showmanship, accepted the gen-
eral chairmanship and ngreed lo de-

quite another to see them develop into something that far exceeds

) find the time, I'll writg the full slory of the Garden Show, and
in‘so doing, I hope to have the help of those who shated the early headaches, the disap-
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sign the next show,

But, in the history of the show,
as it is generally known, the little
show in the Weaver-Wells building
is not accemted as the first or be.
amning of the present seriet, (The
11949 show starting Tuesday is really
the 1Sth annual show), This time,
we sclected the elaborate automao-
bile sales room of the Earle C. An-
thony Company at Hobart and Har-
rison as the site for our show. Jo-
seph Callaghan and 1 approached
the Anthony organization with
moré confidence than we ap-
proached Wells, for we had been
through one show and felt sure of
ourselves,

GET MORE SPACE

We =old them the idea of moving
all but onc or two cars off thar
sales floor and turning the cnilire
space over to us. They shaied our
enthusiasm, and were very co-opers
ative. Many names of people ac-
tively identified with floriculiure
and  horticulture [n  Alameda
County worked hard under the di-
rection of Howard Gilkey, as gen-
eral chairman and his most capa-
ble and efficient wife, Mrs. Elsie
Gilkey.

From a small handful who staged
the first show, Gilkey surrounded
himself with the following group
of active workers: Finance commit-
tee chairman, Dr, E. F. Card as-
sisted by Rudolph Bitterman, Jo-
seph Cailaghan and William Stein-
metz; flomsts and growers com-
mitlee chairman, Arthur Navilet, is-
sisted by Toichi Domoty; gurden
club participalion committee chair-
man, Mrs. Alfred F. Shulte, assisted
by Mrs. Grace Dyer, Miss Hollon,
iand Mrs. Evans;  labeling  and
‘nomenclature and scheduling com-
imittee chairman, Harry Butterlield,
jassisted by Jobhn W. Aitken; plan-
jning and staging commitlee chair-
tman, Jeseph L. Callaghan, assisted
by George Budgen, Mrs, J. A, Sean-
‘havino, Mrs. A. F. Shulte, Mrs, G,
'A. B. Spencer, James Cobbledick,
and Aithur Cobblediek: publicily
comirmitae chasrman, William Stein-
melz, assisted by H. I, Mcllolland,
and Harold Austin; private estates
committee chairman, John W. Ait-
ken: instilutions commitice chair-
man, Ferdinand Hein, assisted by
Abe Klemmo, Olte Brubaker and
Mr. Nyquist; naming commitie
chairman, Mrs. J. A, Barretl as-
sisted by Arthur Navlet and John
W, Ailken,

With $500 pledged by the city
commissioner of the City of Oak-
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i1 Grimshaw’s Bargains

1] Lawn pianting time is here akaln and
we can s#ihvoe Mo monev on Seed, |
Fertilizers, T’ent, ele. Hollers loaned ||
frec, We buy lawn seed direct from |,
growoers in large gquantities and »ou
can bay frem us, lhe {ieest high
quallty, Blucktass, Dent and Fescue |l
mixtures at prices that will ¢ost you

land, $250 by the board of super-
visors and $15 by the Gardener's
Union, free use of the Anthony

building, lights and janitor service,
Howard Gilkey desizned a gatden

room, Tens of thowsands recall it
garden shows.
about it—just a beauiiful intrepre-

setting for garden plots.

through the building on

Street entrance when  space per-

see the show.
And, o went

nia Spring Garden Shows which,
along with the opera and gymphony
have contributed so much to estab-
lish {his area as one where people
seemn to have the know-how of do-
ing things a bit better. Each year
as the garden shows in th. linal
wtages of construction reveal what
the designer is atiemptivg, there
ig a renewed enthusissm that just
ecan’{ be explained. This year, Ned

at designing a show of major pro-
poriions. is proving without doubi
that he too is a genius in garden
showmanship—a quality, it secms,
thal can only be brought out with
gpportunity. He bhas a new and
a frosh approach in theme design
that is bound 1o cavry the Califor-

heighls in popular csteem. What-
ever you do, don't let anything in-
terfere with your secing the show
this year, There is plenty of space
for a leisurely vipw of all parts of
this pgreat presentilion. .

showsthat fitted perfectly into the! . .
handsome arched and {erraced sales ' the gquick recovery of bis plands

as one of the loveliest of all our
Nothing spectacular

tation of the garden show idea, that
reflecied the genius of Howard Gil-
key, in making the very best pos-
=ible use of the building itself as a

Some 10,000 persons single-fited
Sunday. .
They were admitted at Harrison jtransplanting the plants should be,* qonie work surtable for flower

mitted inside, and ushetred out the
stde exii on Hobart Street. Anyone
who stopped but for a moment to
admire a detail of a garden exhibit
or flower fgroup, was courtcously
asked to keep moving so all could

the forerunner
shows to the present day Califor-

Rucker, on his very [irst attempt

mia Spring Garden Show to bew

.
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POUR. STARTER
SOLUTION CNER
ROOTS OF PLART

fMAIX_ TEASPOONFUL
OF PLANT FOOD
WITH 501k,

COVER. WITH
AN INCH OF
FRESH SOIL.

When an amateur seis out & plant
in his garden, he should not be in a
hurry, A litlle more time, a little
‘more care, will be more than re-
rpaid in the pride he may take in

from iransplanting shock, and the
fact that his losses will be few, if
any.

In the diagram above, the hest
methods of procedure as recoms
mended by research scientists are
Mustrated. Transplanting is horti-
cultural surgery., and so  every,
step in this technique has been
carefully tesied. To prepare fori

“fed with liguid plant food a week!
'before the operation. The day be-|
fore, a starter selulion should be
prepared. by hanging a cloth bag
containing chemical plant food in
a bucket of water and lefting it
soak overnight, Use 4 ounces of a
4.11-4 mixture or «imilar to each
gallon of water.

Make a hole for the plant large
and deep enough to hold its roots
without crowding, Mix with soil at
the bottom a teaspoontul of plant
food, and cover this with seil, Set
{he plant in place, then pour into
the hole, over the plant toots, 1%
pint of starter solution. While the
solution is in the hole, draw in the
loose soil and firm it around the
plant. The solution nol oniy sup-
plics nuirienis but puddles the soil
about the rootx, making wvery close
contact between soil and rool and
making it easy for the plant to take
up waler,

Rools of plants should not be
pruncd. In removing plants from
pots, [tats or sced beds, care should
be taken to avoid neaking the root
system.  Replacemeni of lost roots
must take place before the |'nlnn1.‘
catr grow voery much, !

Tops of plants should not be
pruned, as shown by research re-!
sults. Pruning removes port of the!
“factory” which has {o make the
new plant material {carbehydrate)

at

Roses Exclusively

Koses are Blooming Again

Ready for planting in your

Crombie’s

garden

Py

Visit Our Disylay at the California
SPRING GARDEN SHOW

|| no mure for ihe job than oexdinary
cheap Rye Grass mixtures. Prepare
soll and cover seed with VELVET
'] Peat loam, buy in bulk and save.
Grass sred thipped at ne extra east,
1051 Dublin Bivd., Haywaed, on Huy,
1 Mile East of Castro Valley,
LU ctrne 1-6514
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At ABBEY you will find
many wonderful
yvalues for your
lawn or patio,

i " n

A) GARDEN CHAIR
Restiul shoping back

snd bwil-in reinferced  Weod slat
saat #f sarvicoabls

canvsh, $1.95 seppurts,
Oakiamd

1315 Breadway
$an Francisce, 1314 Pest &t,

ARREY Puts Outdoor Comfort
Within Easy Reach of All! .

{#) ALL-WOOD CHAIK
Wel-propartioned! . | |

sant . . . Ientweed hach

" -

(€} LOUNGE CHAIR

Adjurits te 3 praitiont.

reinfercad  Boiltin bex sest amd

13.95
HI 48181

GR 4-2528

on completely bolanced plont feeding when you use
BEST Fertilizers, Rasults praven by many years of sue.
tessful use by California Farmers and Gardeners,

ale

o Pronounced

| \\BEST”

by Gardeners and Farmers
Ne mutter what your need. .. you con depand

WATER PIP

NEW TRANSPLANTING METHOD
SPEEDS UP PLANT GROWTH

upon which growth depends. Prun-
ing is likely 1o take off more fo'-

age than necessarv. Dead or partly.

dead tissue does no harm, though
wholly dead leaves may be picked
off,

Shading is good proclice where

plints me succulent, when ssmil and

alr are dry and wien sun s hot

Bul good plants enn usually be sci
successfully  without shade,

wise,

espe-
cially if water or starter solution
is used or if good contact between
soil and root is esiablished other-

Low House,

Low Blooms

Landscape planting about a house
should be a decoration, carefully

tive picture as il is viewed from'
the street.

When {all trees dwarf the house,
and over-large shrubs and ever-
greens hide it, and prevent the oc-
cupants from secing out of the win-)
dows, the planting has not achieved
it purpose.

Examples of such [ajlures are fres;

Qakland Tribune, Sunday, April 24, 1949 sa

Special Garden Edition

The Tribune will publish a specigl section tomorrow
devoted to the California Spring Garden Show which opens
Tuesday at the Oakland Exposition Building. There will

Poppy Sowing

Annual poppies should be sown
whete they are to grow, and theitr’
seed may be broadeast whenever
the soil can be loosened an inch or
50 dgep with & rake, They stand
freezing weather without injury. |

quently given by modern one-story,

EVOTRreCns,

Only low growing plants should;
be planted in front of low homes;)
and the brightly colored annuals of;
dwarf, habit are widely accepted as!
the most suitable plants for this'
purpose,

Their color gives & welcome fouch.
~nd they leave the view from win-|
dows unobstructed. Scod may be)
started early in sced-boxes indoors,
and grown fo a =size suiluble 1’(:.:-l
ttansplan' ng by the time the soil
can be pmepared.

There are many varieties which
will mrow gquickly from seed sown.
directly in the border where the,
plants are to grow, and they will
bloom until freezing weather comes!
in the Iall '

homes planted with the shrubs a“dil

-

Saler and Service

KILBOURN MOTOR SALES

Latayatte, California

Midway Beiween
Lafaretty and Walnwi Creck

KAISER-FRAZER Dealer

OPEN SUNDAYS

planned to enhance the beauty of, be special stories and features vn the show. Be sure to
the building, completing an attrac-| watch for the parden edition in Monday’s Tribune,

M —
Today we offer a repeat on a
very popular special of several
weeks ago. These Azaleas, all
Hexes variety, are in flats; they
are zbour the size you would

39¢|

ordinarily find in
four-inch pots. A
wonderful buy at
only.....

..... .

$4.25 dezen

2057 Encinal Avenus = Alamwda h

LA kchwrst £-3A18
“For Landsake” Landscape

Ceramic Exhibit
At Garden Show

arrangements will be found in the
Mills College Ceramic Guild Ex-
hibit at “California,” the Spring
Garden Show of 19489, which opens
Tuesday at the Oakland Exposition
Building, 10th and Fallon Streets.

Original miniature  sculplures '
will be shown in 1lhe display, ac- 9th and Dwight Way |
cording #o Elena Netherby, a Berkeley Ciesed  Satardays

member of the group in charge of
the exhibit. Others planning to
show their work include Ruby
O'Burke, Esther TFuller, Fenner
Fuller, Helen Mitchell, Josephine
Mount, Bob and Nancy Clough,
John and Jean Dowling, Edward
Day, Marie Wilson, Jaode Snow
Wong, Antonie Priclo, Helen Geser,
Edna Stoddard and Margarel Gipp.
All aie noted ariists in their
fields.

PLANT NOW!

For your Spring lawn use our

TOP SOIL

ALSO
& Pulverized Steer Manure
& Prepared Soil Mixtura

Call—

R. C. KING

LA ndscapa 5-0741

SPECIAL!—
AZALEAS/|

Kerwna Type

slloo ea, 6 for$5oo
SCHILT'S NURSERY |

BEGONIA
SEEDLINGS

' Now Arvailable
' 11 colors CAMELLIA TYPE
7 colors FIMBRIATA PLENA |
TYPE i
2 colors PICOTEE TYPE !
Mixed eolors RUFFLED ||
NOYELTIES 1949
MIXED ROSE BUD
SINGLE CRESTED
SINGLE FRILLED |
5 colors in DOUBLE
HANGING TYPE

W'¢ rarry
a full line of ¥
Orthe Products

GERLETTI NURSERY

and BEGOXIA GARDEM

1231 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, Calif,

OSES

MacArthur at 88th

E—10% OFF

2" GALYANIZED—13¢ PER FT.
34" GALYANIZED—18+¢ PER FT.
1" GALYANIZED--27¢ PER FT.

PIPE FITTINGS—15%

SPRINKLER HEADS—VYALYES—KEYS—ETC,

OFF

FREE DELIYERY ANYWHERE IN THE EAST BAY

ROEBER’S

PLUMBING—HEATING—SHEET METAL

MONTCLAIR & 2050 Mountain Blvd.
EAST CAKLAND & 2701 Parker Ave.

DOWNTOWN » 3103 San

HAYWARD o 1075 A Street

!
|

Pl edmont 5-2880
Pablo Ave.

LU cerne 1-6152

]

suy BEST ropar!

- 2

1309 Rose St.,

S ————

ELMER! EVERYBODY KNOWS
IT'S A TORO SPORTS LAWN

California Toro Co.
565 Bayshore Bivd,, San Framcisce 24

ST CUT THE GRASS

-y

A Gemnvine TORO

The New 10RO Spanlaws. Try
it! All you do j» guids . , . the 3 b.p.
Briggs i Stramon engine does al) 1he
work. Mows ares BO'x150' in one
hour. Hus low of pawer for maey
shopes. I.||lmnig:: o bimple ..,
wiy to opersrs. Dozens of cursmand-

foarares, plus amons Tore qualiny!

Barkeley, Calif,

3201 Telegraph Ave,
Tt N "

THAING FIAUR BN
tar Cisther Ramarr)

CURVER

ON SALE SHOW WEEK ONLY!

PATIO CHAIR

All metal, in colors, Limited quantity. ..
WHILE THEY LAST!

BEGONIAS

Douhle tlowerioe Camellla
3 pe. Moxt pracnieal 6
{13

planting size 14 wrice
Yeiletle and Retoelt Siraim.

PRIMROSES

50°
16¢

OAK LEAF MOLD g¢

CAL-PEAT LOAM

The {finest lawn dressing,
potting xoll and z Eetiersl
flower and shrub wmuleh.

WHEELBARROW

Alt meial body amd wheel.

LAWN MOWER

4-bliade, 6% eut, ball-
Bearing, Guaraniced ...

SACK

97¢
g9

SPRAYER

‘l 595

fumnel o W eeepareasees 6’5
CLOTHES LINE DRYER

Aleminym—
Merry Go-Kound (ype, BB
) - | SO, » Buecial

FREE PARKING

FOR NEW LAWNS

We loan you rollers, spreaders and give you advice on their general
construction — All free,

828 SAN PABLO AVENUE, ALBANY

395
ARASS SHEARS, T3¢

GARDEN NOSE..... l“

3-ply molded hose. Guar-
anteed. 50 1. 3.74; B h,,,
CULTIVATOR
3 o1 4 wrons, lurg bandls, 97#
185 value .........., ranrs
RAKE or HOE 136
Goed auziny ateel ,,...,..
KAL-KAR
LIMESTONE = 97*
Moat beneticial of soll conditioners.
COW MANURE 586
Pulverized .. ...... ek :
STEER MANURE
Pulverized, For lawns, flow. 97‘
s, shtpbs, 1% cu. 11, pack

Mixtnre sf weat and
SOILTEX Bt
all purposs humun iype Iso
Tecllizer . . 2 cu. M. sack

OPEN
SAM TOSPM.

Y’S

LA 52722 :
15 Block Nouk  ALBANY GARDEN AND 18 AN, T0
of Solano HARDWARE  SUPPLIES 1t KGon

BEHRENS'

BiviDER
{with

END BASE

End Ahslvm)

( Exclusive Representatives in Alameda and Contra Costa Counlies)
This Week: Open Every Day and Evening Monday Through Friday Until 9 p.m.

Oakland 8, California

NIT PLANNING BERE

A J& Charles STEEL KITCHEN -

IS REALLY ECONOMICAL....
and DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU

The Mest Kitchen for Your Money. As Individual As Your Signatare. In Pastel Coelors—if You Wish

:YOU SAVE STEPS AND PRECIOUS MINUTES in cverything ynu do in the kitchen—preparing, cocking, serving,
cleaning up—if your kichen is designed for your room-——to your needs-—then buile w order exactly as required.

M YOU ARE BUDGET CONSCIOUS, and most of us are, the words “tustom building” need not alarm you,
Everything considered, a 8t Charles Steel Kirchen «cost a0 more and can be adapted o a room of any size or shape.
You get years of service with litle or no upkeep cosr, besides having, right now, the kuchen you really want.

COME o our showrnom and receive our colorful 16-page booklet—iree, Sce a St. Charles kirchen, examine and
test its superior features, See many of the 46 accessoties and special purpose units availahle only in a St Charles
kichen, A place for everything and everything in its place. Let.us show you what intelligent planning will give you
in convenience and beauty. Our factory trained kitchen speciddists will design your kitchen and submit an estimate——
at no oldigation to you, Ii you approve, your kichen will be custom hwile at the factory and on arrival our own
experienced men will make the tnstallation,

SATISFIED OVWNERS in the Fast Bay will testify that St Charles is the quality name in kitchens: and that
Behrens” 1s ourstanding in its service,

FOR YOUR ST. CHAR LES KITCHEN IT'S

HU mboldt 3-4081




