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INTERVIEWING

Joba B.Felton, Hayor of Oakland,
on the Stand.

#ZF DISCOURSES ON FOLITICS
AND €REEK.
BIVULOES HIS IDEAS IN BEGARD
19 MERRITT, CARPENTIER
AND COHEN.

Toe demand of the publio for f‘interrieﬂ"
being imperative and anappeasable, and most. of
tha leading notables of San Francisco having

N a a

been exh we dispatched omr

Ohief Interviewer to Ozkland, to ** interview ”
Mazor Felton. Our Interviewer being duly
fornished with credentials, in the shape of &
1atter of introduction from Colonel John 8oott
of the Qakland Transcript, presented himself at
the palatial residence of Ozkland’s Chief blagis-
trate, on Adelino £ reet, where he mat with a
ordial regeption. The diplomatic preliminaries
having been achieved, the following dislogue

agsued:
Masor Felton—You I perceivo, attached to
sha reporterial corps obfr?.i:e CHERONICLE ?

Interviewer—I am. Colonel Scott: thought
2bat 50u would have no objection to being *in-
terviewed,” and I have been accordingly detailed
to obiain your views on “the situation” aad
¢n matters and things in general.

Mayor Felton—Well, * interviewing” seems to
be tie mods just now. 1 ackmowledge I don’t
admire the mode. But then the system is not
without ita advantages. It brings the mind and
thougnt of leading men into direct contact with
thousands who would never meet them person-

ly. Now. here you are, to *interview '’ me.
You ask questions. I answer them. Yourqueries
and my replies appear in your Snndn{ issne, and
will be read by thousands and tens of thousands
who hare never seen me aud never will see me in
the Sesh. Hence, if my ideas are geod and
soand, I gain by your “interviewing™ the power
of begefiting multitades whom 1 could never
ceach in any other wzy. If Plato werae alive he
wouid bs glad 1o be interviewed. If Pericles, or
Alcibisdes, or OUicero, or Caesar, were alive, each
of them wounld jump at the chance of being in-
tarviewed by the CHRONICLE. What is the use
of having ideas and convictions, unless you can
impress them upon the poPuJax mind ?

Interviewer—Uan you tell me how the * Berk-
leh"l“ract" Association is gettingon? |

sor Felton—Pretty well, considering that
times are 8o dull: but I should not mournif I
had oever been in it. I also made a mistako
wheu I consented to run for tho position of
Mayor of Oakland. The fact is, I was cajoled
into it by Shattuck and Gagan, who wanted to
ase ma for their vwn purposes. What the deuce
was 7 doing, running for the position of Mayor
of Oukland ¥ Mon of Crane’s or Merritt's oaliber
wouid do for that. It would be a credit to them,
hat none to me. Ishould have looked higher.

Interviewer—Yes; your talents, your aoquisi-
tioos snd your reputation fairly entitle you to
“*look higher.” And, if I recollect aright, you
did, & few vears since, aspire to the position of
Yoited States Senator from Ozlifornia. .

Mayor Felten—1It is true; but I was uofortunate
in my managers and agenta. I was confidingand,
to ba plain, groen. They were shrewd and un-
scropulous. The fact is, I was sold. I spent
mponoy ungrofitably, and paid good ¥ages to men
who couldn’t do any useful work. Tho pext time
1 run for United States Senator,Ishallimproveon
that old programme. The difference batween a
wise mau and a fool is not generally understood.
But tke fool and the wise man occasionally make
mistakes: but the wise man never makes the
same istake twice, while the fool just goes
biuadesing on in the same rontine over and over
agsin, like 3 mill horze treading bhis dreary round
in the bark-grinding will of a tannery. Young
man, I believe you are poetically inclined. Do

remember Coloridge’s lines—1 it is
olarzdge: -
*“ The strongest plume in Wisdom’s wing
Is wemory of past folly.”

Tutecviewer—I remember the lices, and they
<express a profound truth. Iiis by stumbling thet
wo leara to walk steadily,add through experience
of fol'y that walesrn wisdom. Buido you mean
that you were badly sold by sour agents and in-
struments in yoar Senstorial ks

Mayor ¥.—Bygones aro bygones. Let thadead

83% bury its dead. I bear no mal ce; but I bava

sarned a dew wrinkle or two. My * workers™
iust played me. Fred. Low had Ais aspirations,
200, sud Billy Carr, Bob Cushing and Tom Rog-
ara were retained a3 bis wire-pullers. Ihad Mike | :
Keunvy, Jim Reynolds, Bill Fairman, Captain |,
Ike Less of the police,and a lotof others * work-
ing " for me. We wanted to postpone the meet-
ing of the Qounty Committes fortwo weeks, so
a4 to have ail things in proper trim, but_ by some
bunglicg or other my confederates let Qarr,
Uussn:u: & Co. out-general them. It didn’t %o
Low any good, lowever, for 1 spoiied his “little
same,” es his tools spoiled mine.

Intsrviewer—I heard it said that that arrange- |
mant cost you a good deal of money at the

Qms.

Mayor ¥alton—Never mind that. Itis weak to
rhow old sores; acd I hold regret and repentanco |,
%0 bu nlike unphilosophical. What is past is |,
naat. X bave paid out my money and gathered in }:
my experience. What { have learned is worth
what f have lost: I am not going to whine ab%gf

it. You remember that noble chorus in
cliplus ¥° .

aterviewer—Well, to be frank, I don't: and
the fact that I don’t remember it is easily ac-
counted for by the other fact that X never heard
of it. My education, sc far as Greek is con-
cuvmad, was sadly neglected. . .

Mayor Felton—\Well, well. It is no diegrace
a0t to be classical. My allusion to Eschylus was
sunply unforiunate.

Interviewer—Alay I ask what are your relations
with Horaoe Carpentier and ex-Mayor Merritt ?

Msasor Yelton—Certainly., Our relations sre
perfecily haruonious, 1did rather stand io the
way of = tripartite division of Alameda. county
Velwoen Merritt, Carpentier and Oohen. But
ther, I think, they bear mme no malice. The;
know very weil that if I had felt malicious
aowld have boen mnuch more damsgingtothem.

loterviewer—IHow about your “opposition™
Qekland paper, the Transoript?

Mayoar ¥.—1t amounts to nothing. Scott isa
woil-meaning, fussy fellow. Its recent ediror‘
Billy Gsorge, is a mers popinjay and ** trimmer.”
When shipped from Dr. Guon’s Times, hechanged
his coat and turned Democrat. In short, hoisa |,
very emall specimen of the Dugeld Dalgstty
trpe. aad is bound to fight vn tne winning side—
p“fanded be can oniy find out which side 15 going

win.

Iaterviewa:—Let' us drop these iniifniﬁunt
scbjects. What do you think of Goat Island asa
“Terminns?"

Magor ¥, (looking zt his watch)—Ah! I must
beg you to cxcuso ;ue. I find 1 am fifteen min-
utes bebind time for a very important engage-
ment. On ancthersoceasion I ehall be mosat
happs to continue our conversation., [ZEreunt
s
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